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JUNE NEWSLETTER

Warrawong Residents Forum Inc (WRF)

Based in Warrawong, in the lllawarra region, WRF works alongside a community experiencing
some of the deepest levels of disadvantage (SEIFA Index: 2%). With a small staff team and a strong®
volunteer base, we provide practical, dignified support — fromm emergency relief, information and
referrals, to advocacy and connection. Through initiatives such as food hubs, onsite resources and
our service hub, we meet immediate needs while building trust, relationships, and pathways to
longer-term support. Our work is grounded in connection — creating safe spaces where people
feel seen, supported, and able to take their next step.
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July is shaping up to be a big month for
connection, celebration, and community!
Weather permitting, we're preparing to
come together for Warrawong NAIDOC Day
A g Tot0 tam s on 7 July 2026, followed by the WRyF Sports

arcy Wentworth Park | 33 Carlotta Crescent, Warrawong
Gala on 10 July 2026.
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» Ideas to life through the Sports Gala, we can't
wait to be out in community again.
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There is something special about seeing familiar faces, meeting new ones, sharing a feed, having a yarn,
and creating memories together. We're excited, we're hopeful for some sunshine!

Want to be part of it? Our community events are made possible by people who choose to get involved.
We're always grateful to hear from willing volunteers, sponsors, local businesses, groups, or anyone who
may have something to contribute. Whether it's time, resources, skKills, or support, there are many ways to
be part of creating these moments with community. Get in touch with the centre—get intouch!
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Coomi Gardens, and local community champions

Through our Food Hub, community lunches, takeaway meals, food
parcels, and outreach, we provide consistent access to food for

individuals and families doing it tough.

Food is often the first point of connection — creating trust, opening

conversations, and linking people to further support.

We also extend this support to schools, youth groups, and

community services, ensuring food reaches those who need it most.

This month we served and engaged 1,173people
750 Adults 423 Children
and We IESGIIB(I 3.000 k!l s of Food from landtill
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Our food initiatives are powered by dedicated volunteers and strong
partnerships with OzHarvest, Woolworths, Aldi, Green Connect,

We have heard about Dianne for more than two years. In
her late 20s, she lives with a community member we know
well and, due to a number of complex challenges, had rarely
left her room or the safety of her friend’'s home.

Over that time, WRF supported Dianne from a distance—
through text messages, information and referrals, or with
her friend acting as a trusted bridge. This month, when an
issue with Centrelink arose, Dianne took a significant leap of
faith and came into the centre herself for the very first time.
Since that first visit, something special has begun. We've
seen Dianne return more frequently, slowly becoming
familiar with the space and the people init. She is
beginning to come out of her shell—staying a little longer,
engaging with the team, and sharing laughter during her
visits.

For many people living with complex challenges, walking
into a service for the first time can happen at a point of
desperation. Past experiences of being turned away,
misunderstood, or simply not feeling safe can make that
first step even harder.

We are grateful Dianne trusted us with hers. We hope to
keep walking alongside her as she takes her own steps
toward wellbeing, connection, and whatever comes next.
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Something big is coming. WRF is
preparing to embark on the next Voice
of Warrawong (VOW)—a major
community listening campaign that
aims to help inform the future of
Warrawong.

The team is gearing up for what we
hope will be Warrawong'’s biggest VOW
yet, creating opportunities for local
people to share their experiences,
priorities, concerns, and hopes for the
community. We want to hear what
matters, what is changing, what is
missing, and what people believe
Warrawong needs next.

This is more than a survey—it is about
listening deeply, gathering the collective
voice of community, and turning what
we hear into clear advocacy and action.
Warrawong has a voice. We're getting
ready to turn up the volume. Stay tuned.
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