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JUNE NEWSLETTER

Warrawong Residents Forum Inc (WRF)

Based in Warrawong, in the lllawarra region, WRF works alongside a community experiencing
some of the deepest levels of disadvantage (SEIFA Index: 2%). With a small staff team and a strong®
volunteer base, we provide practical, dignified support — fromm emergency relief, information and
referrals, to advocacy and connection. Through initiatives such as food hubs, onsite resources and
our service hub, we meet immediate needs while building trust, relationships, and pathways to
longer-term support. Our work is grounded in connection — creating safe spaces where people
feel seen, supported, and able to take their next step.
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Like many across the lllawarra this winter, we found ourselves at the mercy

of the weather. Unfortunately, due to persistent rain and unsafe, boggy
Darcy Wentworth Park grounds, we made the difficult decision to postpone our Warrawong

POSTPO"ED wm  NAIDOC Family Fun Day and place the WRyF Sports Gala on hold.

While disappointing, the safety of our community, volunteers, performers,
and young people always comes first.

New Date:

29 September 2026
10am to Ipm

The good news is that our Warrawong NAIDOC Family Fun Day has been
rescheduled to Tuesday, 29 September 2026, where we'll proudly come
T together to celebrate 50 Years of NAIDOC - The Next Generation: Strength,
© ok e N Vision & Legacy. We can't wait to celebrate with commmunity when the
weather is kinder.

The WRyF Sports Gala will remain on hold for now. As the Youth Forum
continues to lead other exciting projects throughout the remainder of the
year, the Gala will be revisited when conditions and timing are right. One
thing we know about our young people is that their passion and
commitment haven't slowed—they're already hard at work on what's next.

Community events have a way of bringing people together like nothing
else, and while these dates have changed, our excitement certainly hasn't.
T T We look forward to seeing everyone back together very soon.
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Our food initiatives are powered by dedicated volunteers and strong
partnerships with OzHarvest, Woolworths, Aldi, Green Connect, Coomi Gardens‘,

and local community champions

Through our Food Hub, lite lunches, takeaway meals, food parcels, and outreach, we
provide consistent access to food for individuals and families doing it tough

Food is often the first point of connection — creating trust, opening

conversations, and linking people to further support.

We also extend this support to schools, youth groups, and community

services, ensuring food reaches those who need it most.
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We've known Bobby for some time. lee many people
navigating complex trauma, he engaged on his own terms
and at his own pace. We understood that Bobby had
experienced service intervention from before he was even
born—experiences that left him with deep distrust of systems
and made asking for help incredibly difficult.

This month, Bobby reached a critical point where his housing,
health, and safety were all at risk.

Because of the relationships already built, Bobby was able to
reach immediate, relevant, and trusted support. Together
with the Service Hub partners, he developed a
comprehensive plan that required enormous courage and
commitment from him. We're incredibly proud of the
progress he has made.

Bobby's story is a powerful reminder that meaningful support
doesn't begin at the point of crisis—it begins long before,
through consistent relationships, familiar faces, and services
that continue to show up week after week. When crisis does
arrive, those relationships make all the difference.

Every community deserves access to this kind of coordinated,
relational support. Bobby's journey reminds us why we
continue to advocate for it every single day.
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This month we served and engaged 1,839people

and We rescued 2,640 kg’s of Food from landfill

The next Voice of Warrawong (VOW) is
almost here, and this year we're
preparing for what we hope will be our
biggest community listening campaign
yet.

WRF team is getting ready to hit the
road once again, taking the VOW out
into the heart of the community. You'll
be seeing a familiar sight around
Warrawong in the coming months, and
with it, an opportunity to share your
experiences, ideas, concerns, and hopes
for the future of our community.

This is about listening deeply, gathering
the collective voice of Warrawong, and
turning what we hear into meaningful
advocacy and action.

Keep an eye out.. VOW tickets will be
available soon, and before long, the bus
will be rolling through Warrawong once
again. W
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